Timeline of the History of Israel 

BIBLICAL TIMES

c. 20th century BC  - The Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob - patriarchs of the Jewish people and bearers of a belief in one God - settle in Canaan. Famine forces Israelites to migrate to Egypt where they were for 430 years (Ex. 12:40) 

c. 15th  century BC - Exodus from Egypt: Moses leads Israelites from Egypt, followed by 40 years of wandering in the desert. 

c. 13th c. BC - Israelites settle the Land of Israel

c. 1020 BC - Jewish Monarchy established; Saul, first king 

c. 1000 BC - Jerusalem made capital of David's kingdom 

c. 960 BC - First Temple, the national and spiritual center of the Jewish people, built in Jerusalem by King Solomon

c. 930 BC - Jeroboam led a revolt which led to the northern kingdom of Israel  and the southern kingdom of Judah (1 Kings 11:14) 

722-720 BC - Israel crushed by Assyrians; 10 northern tribes exiled 

715-687 BC - Hezekiah king of Judah

640-609 BC - Josiah king of Judah 

586 BC - Judah conquered by Babylon;  Jerusalem and First Temple destroyed; most remaining Jews exiled to Babylon .

PERSIAN AND HELLENISTIC PERIODS 

538-515 BC- Cyrus, King of the Persians, allows the Jews to return to Palestine.   Temple rebuilt .

332 BC - Land conquered by Alexander the Great; Hellenistic rule 

166-160 BC - Maccabean (Hasmonean) revolt against restrictions on practice of Judaism and desecration of Temple 

142-129 BC - Jewish autonomy under Hasmoneans. 

129-63 BC - Jewish independence under Hasmonean monarchy

 63 BC - Jerusalem captured by Roman general, Pompey. 

